
APPENDIX A 

A Contemporary Catechism 

 

“I am persuaded that the use of a good Catechism in all our families will 

be a great safeguard against the increasing errors of the times, and 

therefore I have compiled this little manual from the Westminster 

Assembly's and Baptist Catechisms, for the use of my own church and 

congregation.  Those who use it in their families or classes must labour to 

explain the sense; but the words should be carefully learned by heart, for 

they will be understood better as years pass.” 

 
         C. H. Spurgeon 

 

 Charles Spurgeon is one my ministry heroes. He believed that the use of 

catechisms in the life of the church was essential and I agree with his assessment. 

Catechisms have enjoyed a rich history in the life of the church for centuries and my 

desire in this catechism is to offer one in contemporary language that can be readily used 

in the church and the home. 

My first suggestion in using this catechism is to be creative and make the learning 

process fun. I had a preaching professor in seminary that use to say, “It would be a sin to 

preach a boring sermon.”  I think that would translate to teaching your child these 

catechisms.  It would be a sin to bore your child with the things of the Lord.  Teach them 

through a game or in other creative ways but make sure you are diligent.  The second 

suggestion is to teach your child in small increments.  Take the necessary time to explain 



each question and answer.  This will no doubt allow further discussion and will create an 

atmosphere where your child knows that your home is a place where discussion 

concerning the things of the Lord is commonplace. 

 What follows in the next several pages is a catechism that I have written to aid 

parents in teaching their children.  This particular catechism is modeled after several 

historical Baptist catechisms and my desire is that they be used to train up our children in 

the ways of the Lord. 

 
 

1. Q: What is man’s ultimate purpose in life? 
  
 A: Man’s ultimate purpose in life is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever (1 Cor. 
 10:31; Ps. 73:25-26). 
 
2. Q: What has God given us to show us how to glorify Him? 
  
 A: God has given us the Bible, both Old and New Testaments, to teach us how to 
 glorify Him and enjoy Him forever (Eph. 2:20; 2 Tim. 3:16; 1 John 1:3). 
 
3. Q: What does the Bible teach? 
  
 A: The Bible teaches us what we are to believe about God and what God expects 
 of us (2 Tim. 1:16; Ecc. 12:13). 
 
4. Q: Is the Bible completely true? 
  
 A: Yes. The Bible is inspired by God and is without any errors (2 Tim. 3:16). 
 
5. Q: Is the Bible useful? 
  
 A: Yes. The Bible is useful for teaching, reproofing, correcting, and instructing in 
 righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16). 
 
6. Q: Who does the Bible point to? 
  
 A: The Bible points to Jesus, the promised Messiah, who will save His people 
 from their sins (Luke 24:27; 1 Tim. 1:15). 
 
7. Q: What is God? 



  
 A: God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, 
 power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth (John 4:24; Ps. 147:5; Ps. 90:2; James 
 1:17; Rev. 4:8; Ps. 89:14; Ex. 34:6,7; 1 Tim. 1:17). 
 
8. Q: Are there more gods than one? 
  
 A: No. There is only one true and living God (Deut. 6:4; Jer. 10:10). 
 
9. Q: Should we worship any other god’s? 
  
 A: No. We must worship the true and living God alone (Ex. 20:3-6). 
 
10. Q: What are the decrees of God? 
  
 A: The decrees of God are His eternal purposes which come to pass according to 
 His will and for His glory (Eph. 1:11; Rom. 11:36; Dan. 4:35). 
 
11. Q: How does God execute His decrees? 
  
 A: God executes His decrees in the works of creation and providence (Gen. 1:1; 
 Rev. 4:11; Matt. 6:26; Acts 14:17). 
 
12. Q: What is the work of creation? 
  
 A: The work of creation is God making all things out of nothing by the Word of 
 His power (Gen. 1:1; Heb. 11:3; Ex. 20:11; Gen. 1:31). 
 
13. Q: How did God create man? 
  
 A: God created man, male and female, in His image and according to His likeness 
 (Gen. 1:26). 
 
14. Q: What are God’s works of providence? 
  
 A: God's works of providence are His most holy, wise, and powerful preserving 
 and governing of all His creatures and their actions (Neh. 9:6; Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3; 
 Ps. 103:19; Matt. 10:29,30). 
 
15. Q: How many persons are in the Godhead? 
  
 A: There are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
 Spirit; and these three are one God, the same in essence, equal in power and glory 
 (1 Cor. 8:6; John 10:30; John 14:9; Acts 5:3,4; Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14).  
 
15. Q: Who is God the Father? 



  
 A: God the Father reigns with providence over all creation and is the Father to all 
 who become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ (Gen. 1:1; Eph. 4:6). 
 
16. Q: Who is God the Son? 
  
 A: God the Son is the eternal Son of God who came to earth as Jesus Christ to 
 save his people from their sins (John 1:1; Gal. 4:4-7). 
 
17. Q: Who is God the Holy Spirit? 
  
 A: God the Holy Spirit inspired men to write the Bible and baptizes every believer 
 into the Body of Christ (2 Tim. 3:16; Acts 1:5). 
 
18. Q: After God created man, did they continue to obey Him? 
  
 A: No. Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s command, by eating the fruit, and 
 committed sin (Gen. 3:6). 
 
19. Q: What is sin? 
  
 A: Sin is any disobedience to the law of God (1 John 3:4; Rom. 5:13). 
 
20. Q: Does every person sin? 
  
 A: Yes. All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). 
 
21. Q: What is the penalty for sin? 
  
 A: We are objects of God’s wrath, will experience death, and be separated from 
 God forever in a place called Hell (Eph. 2:1-3; Rom. 6:23). 
 
22. Q: Can man do anything on his own to escape this penalty? 
  
 A: No. The only way to escape this penalty is for God to make a way of salvation 
 (Eph. 2:8; Gal. 2:16). 
 
23. Q: Did God make a way of salvation? 
  
 A: Yes. For God so loved the world that He sent His only begotten Son that 
 whosoever would believe in Him would have eternal life (John 3:16). 
 
24. Q: How is a person saved? 
  
 A: A person must place his or her faith in Jesus Christ, his death, burial, and 
 resurrection, for salvation (Eph. 2:8; Rom. 10:9) 



 
25. Q: Can salvation be found in anyone besides Jesus Christ? 
  
 A: No. Jesus Christ is the only way of salvation (John 14:6). 
 
26. Q: What happens when a person is saved? 
  
 A: They become a new creation and an adopted son or daughter of God the 
 Father (2 Cor. 5:17; John 1:12). 
 
27. Q: What is justification? 
  
 A: Justification is God’s declaration that a person is not guilty and in a peaceful 
 relationship with Him (Gal. 3:6; Rom. 5:17-19). 
 
28. Q: What is sanctification? 
  
 A: Sanctification is the process, beginning at salvation, where a person progresses 
 toward moral and spiritual maturity through the help of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-
 23).  
 
29. Q: What is glorification? 
  
 A: Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and 
 abiding state of the redeemed (Rom. 8:17; 2 Thess. 1:10). 
 
30. Q: What offices does Jesus Christ execute as our Savior? 
  
 A: He executes the offices of prophet, priest, and king (Acts 3:22; Heb. 5:6; Ps. 
 2:6). 
 
31. Q: How did Jesus Christ execute the office of a prophet? 
  
 A: Christ executes the office of a prophet by revealing to us the will of God for 
 our salvation (John 1:18; 14:26; 15:15). 
 
32. Q: How does Christ execute the office of a priest? 
  
 A: Christ executes the office of a priest by offering himself as a sacrifice for us, 
 reconciling us to God, and making intercession on our behalf (1 Peter 2:24; Heb. 
 9:28; Eph. 5:2; Heb. 2:17; 7:25; Rom. 8:34). 
 
33. Q: How does Christ execute the office of a king? 
  



 A: Christ executes the office of a king by ruling and defending us and in 
 restraining and conquering all His and our enemies (Ps. 110:3; Matt. 2:6; 1 Cor. 
 15:25). 
 
34. Q: What is the church? 
  
 A: The church is the bride of Christ, and is composed of all who have believed on 
 the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 5:22-33). 
 
35: Q: When did the church begin? 
  
 A: The church began on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4). 
 
36. Q: What is the purpose of the church? 
  
 A: The purpose of the church is to spread the message of salvation through Jesus 
 Christ to the world (Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 1:8) 
 
37. Q: What two offices are there in the church? 
  
 A: The two offices in the church are pastors and deacons (1 Tim. 3:1-13; Acts 
 6:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). 
 
38. Q: Is marriage an institution created by God? 
  
 A: Yes. God instituted marriage when he brought Adam and Eve together in the 
 garden (Gen. 1:28, 2:22-24). 
 
39. Q: Is marriage between one man and one woman? 
  
 A: Yes. Marriage can only be between one man and one woman (Gen. 1:28, 2:22-
 24; Rom. 1:24-27). 
 
40. Q: Is this world the Christian’s home? 
  
 A: No. We are aliens and strangers in this world who should look toward our 
 heavenly home (Heb. 11:13-16). 
 
41. Q: What should Christian’s be in the world? 
  
 A: We are to be salt and light in this world (Matt. 5:13-16). 
 
40. Q: Who created the heavens and the earth? 
  
 A: God created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1) 
 



41: Q: What happened on the first day of creation? 
  
 A: God created the light and day and night (Gen. 1:3-5). 
 
41. Q: What happened on the second day of creation? 
  
 A: God created the sky and atmosphere (Gen. 1:6-8). 
 
42. Q: What happened on the third day of creation? 
  
 A: God created the waters, land, and vegetation (Gen. 1:9-13). 
 
43. Q: What happened on the forth day of creation? 
  
 A: God created the sun, moon, and stars (Gen. 1:14-19). 
 
44. Q: What happened on the fifth day of creation? 
 
 A: God created the birds and the fish (Gen. 1:20-23). 
 
45. Q: What happened on the sixth day of creation? 
  
 A: God created the animals and man (Gen. 1:24-31). 
 
46. Q: What happened on the seventh day of creation? 
  
 A: God rested (Gen. 2:1-3). 
 
47. Q: What is the preface to the Ten Commandments? 
  
 A: I am the Lord your God (Ex. 1:2). 
 
48. Q: What is the first commandment? 

  
 A: The first commandment is, You shall have no other gods before Me (Ex. 1:3). 
 

49. Q: What is the second commandment? 
  
 A: The second commandment is, You shall not make for yourself a carved image 
 (Ex. 1:4). 
 
50: Q: What is the third commandment? 
  
 A: The third commandment is, You shall not take the name of the Lord your God 
 in vain (Ex. 1:7). 
 



50. Q: What is the fourth commandment? 
  
 A: The fourth commandment is, remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy (Ex. 
 1:8). 
 
51. Q: What is the fifth commandment? 
  
 A: The fifth commandment is, honor your mother and father (Ex. 1:12). 
 
52. Q: What is the sixth commandment? 
  
 A: The sixth commandment is, you shall not murder (Ex. 1:13). 
 
53. Q: What is the seventh commandment? 
  
 A: The seventh commandment is, you shall not commit adultery (Ex. 1:14). 
 
54. Q: What is the eighth commandment? 
 
 A: The eighth commandment is, you shall not steal (Ex. 1:15). 
 
55. Q: What is the ninth commandment? 
  
 A: The ninth commandment is, you shall not bear false witness (Ex. 1:16). 
 
56. Q: What is the tenth commandment? 
  
 A: The tenth commandment is, you shall not covet (Ex. 1:17). 
 
57. Q: What did Jesus say was the greatest commandment? 
  
 A: Jesus said the greatest commandment was to love the Lord your God with all 
 your heart, mind, soul and strength and the second is to love your neighbor as 
 yourself (Mt. 12:30-31).  
 
58. Q: Can man perfectly keep God’s commandments? 
  
 A: No man, since the fall, is able in this life, perfectly to keep the commandments 
 of God, but daily breaks them in thought, word, and deed (Ecc. 7:20; Gen. 6:5, 
 8:21; 1 John 1:8; James 3:8, 3:2; Rom. 3:23). 
 
59. Q: What is the preface of the Lord’s prayer? 
  
 A: Our Father in heaven (Mt. 6:9). 
 
60. Q: What is the first petition in the Lord’s prayer? 



  
 A: Hallowed be your name (Mt. 6:9). 
 
61. Q: What is the second petition in the Lord’s prayer? 
  
 A: Your kingdom come (Mt. 6:10). 
 
62. Q: What is the third petition in the Lord’s prayer? 
  
 A: Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven (Mt. 6:10). 
 
63. Q: What is the fourth petition in the Lord’s prayer? 
  
 A: Give us this day our daily bread (Mt. 6:11). 
 
64. Q: What is the fifth petition in the Lord’s prayer? 
  
 A: Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors (Mt. 6:12). 
 
65. Q: What is the sixth petition in the Lord’s prayer? 
  
 A: Do not lead us into temptation but deliver us from evil (Mt. 6:13). 
 
66. Q: What is the conclusion in the Lord’s prayer? 
  
 A: For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever (Mt. 6:13). 
 
67. Q: What are the two ordinances in the church? 
  
 A: The two ordinances in the church are baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Matt. 
 28:19; Acts 22:16; Matt. 26:26-28; Rom. 6:4). 
 
68. Q: Does baptism save a person from sin? 
  
 A: No. Baptism is only a symbol of salvation (Luke 3:3; Acts 19:4). 
 
69. Q: What does baptism symbolize? 
  
 A: Baptism symbolizes the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Ro. 6:3 
 Col. 2:12). 
 
70. Q: Who should be baptized? 
  
 A: Only people who profess repentance to God and faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 
 2:38; Mt. 3:6 Mark 16:16; Acts 8:12, 36, 37 10:47,48). 
 



71. Q: Should infants be baptized? 
  
 A: No. Infants should not be baptized because they do not have the ability to 
 repent and profess faith in Jesus Christ (Ex. 23:13 Pr. 30:6). 
 
72. Q: How is baptism rightly administered? 
  
 A: Baptism is rightly administered by immersion and in the name of the Father, 
 the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Mt. 3:16, 28:19-20; John 3:23). 
 
73. Q: What is the responsibility of those who are rightly baptized? 
  
 A: They should join themselves to a local body of believers (Acts 2:46,47, 9:26; 1 
 Peter 2:5; Heb. 10:25). 
 
74. Q: What is the Lord’s Supper? 
  
 A: The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance instituted by Jesus where he broke bread 
 and drank from the cup which symbolized his death (1Cor. 11:23-26). 
 
75. Q: What is required to worthily receive the Lord’s Supper? 
  
 A: One must receive the Lord’s Supper after they have examined themselves, 
 confessed sin, and restored broken relationships (1 Cor. 11:27-31, 5:8; 2 Cor. 
 13:5).   
 
76. Q: What is the first beatitude? 

 
 A: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 5:3). 
 

77. Q: What is the second beatitude? 
 
 A: Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted (Matt. 5:4). 
 

78. Q: What is the third beatitude? 
 
 A: Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth (Matt. 5:5). 
 

79. Q: What is the fourth beatitude? 
 
 A: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
 filled (Matt. 5:6). 
 

80. Q: What is the fifth beatitude? 
 
 A: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy (Matt. 5:7). 



 
81. Q: What is the sixth beatitude? 

 
 A: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God (Matt. 5:8). 
 

82. Q: What is the seventh beatitude? 
 
 A: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God (Matt. 5:9). 
 

83. Q: What is the eighth beatitude? 
 
 A: Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
 kingdom of heaven (Matt. 5:10). 
 

84. Q: What is the first fruit of the Spirit? 
 
 A: The first fruit of the Spirit is love (Gal. 5:22). 
 

85. Q: What is the second fruit of the Spirit? 
 
 A: The second fruit of the Spirit is joy (Gal. 5:22). 
 

86. Q: What is the third fruit of the Spirit? 
 
 A: The third fruit of the Spirit is peace (Gal. 5:22). 
 

87. Q: What is the fourth fruit of the Spirit? 
 
 A: The fourth fruit of the Spirit is patience (Gal. 5:22). 
 

88. Q: What is the fifth fruit of the Spirit? 
 
 A: The fifth fruit of the Spirit is kindness (Gal. 5:22). 
 

89. Q: What is the sixth fruit of the Spirit? 
 
 A: The sixth fruit of the Spirit is goodness (Gal. 5:22). 
 

90. Q: What is the seventh fruit of the Spirit? 
 
 A: The seventh fruit of the Spirit is faithfulness (Gal. 5:22). 
 

91. Q: What is the eighth fruit of the Spirit? 
 
 A: The eighth fruit of the Spirit is gentleness (Gal. 5:23). 
 



92. Q: What is the ninth fruit of the Spirit? 
 
 A: The ninth fruit of the Spirit is self-control (Gal. 5:23). 
 

93. Q: Which books of the Bible are included in the Law? 
 
 A: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy are included in the 
 Law. 
 

94. Q: What is the Law also called? 
 
 A: The Law is also called the Torah and the Pentateuch. 
 

95. Q: Which books of the Bible are included in the Writings? 
 
 A: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 
 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Ester, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song 
 of Songs are included in the Writings. 
 

96. Q: Which books of the Bible are included in the Prophets? 
 
 A: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
 Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi are 
 included in the Prophets. 
 

97. Q: Which books of the Bible are included in the New Testament History books? 
 
 A: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John (the Gospels), and Acts are included in the New 
 Testament History books. 
 

98. Q: Which books of the Bible are included in the Pauline Epistles? 
 
 A: Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
 Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, and 
 Philemon are included in the Pauline Epistles. 
 

99. Q: Which books of the Bible are included in the General Epistles? 
 
 A: Hebrews, James, 1 Peter, 2 Peter, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Jude are included 
 in the General Epistles. 
 

100. Q: What book of the Bible is the Apocalyptic Epistle? 
  
   A: Revelation is the Apocalyptic Epistle. 

 


